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Roda Medhat

Things I Can Fold, Deflate, and Break

January 17, 2026 - April 26, 2026

Public Opening Reception: January 17, 1-3 pm
Lee-Chin Family Gallery

Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is pleased to announce the exhibition Things I Can Fold, Deflate,
and Break by Roda Medhat in the Lee-Chin Family Gallery, opening January 17, 2026, and running
until April 26, 2026. The public opening reception will take place at the AGB on Saturday, January
17, 1-3 pm.

“When you find different materials, you want to tell different stories.” With this deceptively
simple assertion, Markham-based, Kurdish-born artist Roda Medhat situates material not merely
as a medium but a narrative engine. Roda’s work operates in the fertile space where craft, memory,
and digital fabrication intersect, and where materials such as soft wool, buoyant inflatable vinyl,
and glowing neon each carry their own cultural meanings. The Art Gallery of Burlington’s (AGB)
winter 2026 season marks the artist’s first solo exhibition in a public institution, offering a sensory
playground where textiles and sculptures act as storytellers.

As someone who lived between cultures, migrating at a young age, Roda’s practice emerged from
the intersections of generation and place. His work asks how diasporic memory operates, how war
and media spectacle shape collective memory, and how to reclaim erased or overlooked narratives
by folding, deflating, and breaking them. Roda draws from a constellation of sources from archival
texts to children’s stories and vernacular architecture to the geometric language of West Asian and
Kurdish textiles.

Things I Can Fold, Deflate, and Break splits the gallery in thirds, diving into distant modes of
light, sound, and movement, resulting in a unified environment in which material and narrative
coexist and merge through one another.



In the centre of the exhibition sits four inflatable 1981 Chevy Malibus, or colloquially, ‘Iraqi Taxis’.
Though originally mass commissioned by the 1980 Iraqi government, these Canadian-built vehicles
were ultimately rejected and sold off cheaply back to Canadians, developing an unexpected cult
following. Roda reimagines these vehicles intertwined with his own personal memory and the
geopolitical history of the Saddam Hussein era. Kurdish textile patterns are printed over the
buoyant skin of the cars linking regions, cultures, and the everyday aesthetics that shaped that
period of the artist's life.

Roda often gravitates towards working with materials associated with softness and the home. This
approach, however, seems not to be reinforcing their inherent domesticity but rather as an act of
destabilizing assumptions around power and political form by removing the utility of the materials.
This fluidity aligns with the AGB’s commitment to artists who situate craft at the heart of
contemporary artistic inquiry. Roda’s work reminds us that textiles are not merely decorative
surfaces but technologies, repositories of knowledge, and vehicles for reimagining.

Roda Medhat is a Markham-based artist whose work has been supported by the Ontario Arts
Council and the Canada Council for the Arts. His recent solo exhibition Serdem was presented at
CIBC Square, Toronto, in 2024-2025. In 2025, his work appeared widely across the Greater Toronto
Area in exhibitions such as Fuzzy Thinking, CAFKA, The

Shape I’'m In, Impart (Centre[3]), REVIVE, Surfacing (Abbozzo Gallery), and From Electrical Fire
Spirits May Be Kindled. His practice also extended into public-facing cultural programming

through Hidden in Plain Sight, a rooftop inflatable sculpture commission for Ontario Culture Days.
In addition to gallery-based projects, Roda’s work featured in interdisciplinary settings including the
Tall Pines Music & Arts Festival.

Roda is the 2023 recipient of the 401 Richmond Career Launcher Prize and was awarded the CIBC
C2 Art Prize in 2024. His temporary and permanent public artworks have been exhibited and
installed in cities across Canada.

He holds a BFA from OCAD University, studied film production at FAMU in Prague, and is currently
completing his MFA at the University of Guelph.

Things I Can Fold, Deflate, and Break is generously sponsored by Partners In Art. The Art Gallery of
Burlington is supported by the City of Burlington and Ontario Arts Council.

PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

At the AGB, learning is in the making. Through hands-on workshops and courses, artists can build a
greater personal connection to their craft and experience professional growth by learning new
techniques, discovering other artists’ practices, and understanding contemporary art in greater

depth. Go to www.agb.life/learn to read more about the programs and register. Friends of the AGB
enjoy discounted registration fees for courses and workshops - visit agb.life/support to learn more.

Making Patterns with Natural Dyes and Resists


http://www.agb.life/
https://course.veevart-apps.com/artgalleryofburlington/catalog/making-patterns-with-natural-dyes-and-resists

With Akash Inbakumar
Thursdays, March12-26,6-9pm

Digital Rug Making

With Shaheer Zazai

Thursday, February 19, 1 - 3:00 pm (online)

Navigating Process and Practice
With Jude Abu Zaineh
Thursday, March 5, 6:30 - 8pm (in-person)

Contemporary Art Bus Tour
Sunday, February 1, 12-5:00 pm

Gallery Guide Tours
First Sundays at 1:00 pm

Free —No registration required

Family Open Studios

Sundays from 1 -4:00 pm (drop-in)
January 11 - March 8, March 29, April 12 - 26, 2026

Free — No registration required

Family Day

Monday February 16,1 -4 pm
Free — No registration required

PERRY GALLERY
Gikinoo’amaatowin - This Is All Learning
Closing January 25, 2026

Gikinoo’amaatowin — This Is All Learning is an exhibition celebrating the knowledge carried through
the beadwork and regalia of Anishinaabe artists Jean Marshall and Nicole Richmond, curated by the
Art Gallery of Burlington's (AGB) TD Associate Curator, Albany Sutherland. The TD Associate Curator


https://course.veevart-apps.com/artgalleryofburlington/catalog/digital-rug-making
https://course.veevart-apps.com/artgalleryofburlington/catalog/navigating-process-and-practice
https://agb.life/learn/courses/contemporary-art-bus-tour/
https://agb.life/learn/courses/contemporary-art-bus-tour/

position is supported by TD Ready Commitment. The 50th Anniversary Exhibitions were sponsored
by the J.P. Bickell Foundation.

Phuong Nguyen
“she died a death by a thousand cuts”
January 31-May 17, 2026

Onview January 31 - May 17,2026 in the Perry Gallery, “she died a death by a thousand cuts”
presents Toronto-based artist Phuong Nguyen’s sculptural paintings that confront the intertwined
histories of Chinoiserie, colonialism, and the exoticization of Southeast Asian femininity. Nguyen
reimagines appropriated motifs through carved wooden frames, woven rattan, ribbon, beads, and
ceramics developed during her 2025 residency in the AGB pottery studios.

About the Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB)

The Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is a hub for artistic excellence and community connection in
downtown Burlington. The AGB presents thought-provoking exhibitions, hands-on learning
opportunities, and public programs that invite visitors to see, think, and create in new ways. Home
to the largest collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics in the world, the AGB champions a
unique artistic perspective that challenges traditional boundaries and celebrates innovation.

The Art Gallery of Burlington is located on the ancestral territory of many Indigenous Nations
including the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, and Métis peoples. The territory is mutually covered
by the Dish with One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois
Confederacy, the Ojibway, and other allied Nations to peaceably share and care for the resources
around the Great Lakes. We acknowledge that the land upon which we gather, to create and learn,
is part of the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit.

Accessibility Information

The AGB is wheelchair accessible, and wheelchairs are available for loan within the Gallery space.
The Lakeshore and Brock Lobby entrances are equipped with automatic doors. Ramps facilitate
access throughout the Gallery, and an elevator is available for access to the second level studios.
The AGB ceramic studios are partially accessible; please contact us with your requirements so we
can accommodate access as required. Service animals are permitted in the Gallery. The Gallery
has gender-neutral washrooms and upholds that everyone has the right to safe public washroom
access.

Art Gallery of Burlington
1333 Lakeshore Road
Burlington, ON L7S 1A9
www.agb.life
@artgallburl
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Media Inquiries

Sarah Miserere, Manager of Development and Communications
Art Gallery of Burlington

905-632-7796 x 325

sarah@agb.life
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