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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Burlington, ON - June 9, 2025

The Power of Place: A Bold Vision for the Future of the Art Gallery of Burlington

AGB Unveils Ambitious Redevelopment Plan for a New Purpose-Built Cultural
Landmark

The Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is excited to share the next chapter in its evolution with
the unveiling of its Facility Master Plan and Future Needs Feasibility Study. The plan was
developed with the expertise of Lord Cultural Resources and Brook Mcllroy Architects.
The comprehensive vision, titled The Power of Place: Reimagining the AGB for the Next
Century, outlines a transformative redevelopment of the AGB’s existing site, reinforcing its
role as a cultural anchor, community hub, and destination for all.

Executive Director, Emma Sankey, and Past Chair, Susan Busby, presented the findings to
Burlington City Council, highlighting a new 77,000 sq. ft. purpose-built Gallery building that
will increase exhibition and studio space, improve accessibility, and enhance public
amenities — all while maintaining strong ties to the Gallery’s legacy and community
partnerships.

“This plan marks a pivotal moment for the AGB,” said Sankey. “It reflects our collective
aspirations, strengthens our connection to place, and sets the stage for a thriving future
rooted in inclusivity, sustainability, and creativity.”

Key Highlights of the Redevelopment Plan:

e Same Site Redevelopment: A new Gallery will be constructed on the current
Lakeshore Road site, respecting existing municipal boundaries and leveraging its
location and accessibility.

e Significant Growth: The new building represents a 60% increase in size over the
current facility, enabling AGB to meet industry standards for exhibitions, collections
care, and community programming.
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e Enhanced Public Realm: Redevelopment will enhance Brock Park, improve trail
connectivity, increase green space by 59%, and introduce a new playground.

e Studio & Education Space: A dedicated Education Centre and revitalized Maker
Studios will empower artists, reduce congestion, and foster inclusive creative
engagement.

Why Now? Why Here?

The existing building, constructed for a different era and purpose, falls well below sector
standards: only 13% of its footprint is dedicated to gallery space (versus a 40% industry
norm). Meanwhile, community demand and AGB’s role in the cultural fabric of Burlington
continue to grow.

The site’s central location, accessibility, and proximity to the waterfront and the clay belt,
combined with its deep roots in local craft traditions, make it ideal for this visionary new
chapter.

A Vision Informed by Community

Guided by insights from Indigenous leaders, City staff, the Guilds of Arts Burlington, and
civic partners, five core priorities emerged:

e Openness & Access

¢ Flexibility & Sustainability

e Community & Civic Impact

e Collaboration & Inclusion

e Place-Based Design with Nature

These values are supported by four strategic “meta-themes”:
Physical, Emotional, Intellectual, and Relational — reflecting the Gallery’s unique power
to connect people, ideas, and place.

Next Steps

The AGB Board is expected to formally adopt the plan following the presentation to
Council. The next phase will include:

e Establishment of a Design & Development Committee
e A comprehensive funding strategy
e Detailed design development, community engagement, and advocacy work
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An update to Council is proposed for Q4 2025, and a future capital budget request for
design development is anticipated.

“We are not just building a new gallery,” added Sankey. “We are investing in the future of
Burlington — a place where creativity, community, and culture converge.”

Click here to view the full Facility Program Report.
ABOUT THE FIRMS

Lord Cultural Resources is the lead consultant, bringing a global reputation for excellence
in cultural planning, with a proven track record of feasibility studies that have led to
successful gallery and museum projects across Canada and internationally. Brook
Mcllroy, known for their innovative and inclusive design work, has collaborated with
numerous cultural institutions and has deep familiarity with the Burlington area — having
previously developed the Master Plan for Burlington Beach in partnership with Halton
Region, the City of Burlington, and Conservation Halton.

Together, these firms offer complementary strengths in strategy, architecture, and place-
making, and are aligned in their understanding of the Gallery’s aspirations and the
significance of this project to our community.

ABOUT THE AGB

The Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is a dynamic space where art, community, and culture
converge and share in the wealth of human creativity. We pride ourselves on delivering
thought-provoking exhibitions, learning opportunities, and public programs that spark
meaningful connections for people to learn, see, think, and make.

Our Gallery is home to the largest collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics globally.
We offer a unique perspective that challenges traditional boundaries and encourages new
ways of thinking and creating.
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