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$264,700 in OTF Funding Support Massive Growth and Outlook for the
Art Gallery of Burlington

Burlington, ON — On Thursday, the Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) hosted local MPP
Natalie Pierre for a reception to celebrate $264,700 in funding through two grants from
the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF). The funding received by the gallery will enable it
to enhance the impact of its development department, provide professional
development opportunities for its staff, improve the management of its collection, and
expand digital access to its collection over 4,000 ceramic works. Additionally, the
funding has been invested in building improvements to enhance service delivery and
wayfinding.

“The Art Gallery of Burlington is a pillar in our community and this funding from our
government will enable them to better serve the people of Burlington and continue to
make a positive difference,” said Natalie Pierre, MPP for Burlington. “Our government
believes organizations like the AGB enrich the lives of people in our community and I'm
proud they are receiving this support.”

In March 2023, the AGB received a $199,900 Resilient Communities Grant to support
the engagement of fundraising experts to develop a major gifts program and provide
support to a fundraising intern. It also supported the hiring of a Digital Content Producer
on a two-year full-time contract to enhance in-house technical and digital knowledge
and extend gallery activities into the digital realm. The grant has helped improve
efficiencies through staff training and proper implementation of SharePoint; and
improved access to the AGB’s collection through the implementation of a cloud-based
collections management system.

A $64,800 Capital Grant was awarded in September 2023 to further improve access to
AGB'’s world-renowned collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics by increasing
presentation areas throughout their public spaces, especially via under-utilized space
renovations. These alterations will improve how the AGB communicates its mission and
mandate through display and storytelling and enhance the visitor experience by
amplifying wayfinding.

“Art galleries play a crucial role in society by providing spaces for people to engage in
dialogue, intellectual exploration, and social connections. They act as hubs for activities
that promote reflection, creativity, learning, and participation.” said Emma Sankey,
Executive Director of the AGB.



"We are proud to announce that with funding from the Ontario Trillium Foundation's
Resilient Communities Fund and Capital Stream, we are taking steps to strengthen our
institution's core. This includes investing in our systems and processes, expanding our
team, improving our facilities, and enhancing access to our art collection. Our aim is to
continue serving our community as a place where creators, cultures, and communities
converge and share in the richness of human creativity.”

The Art Gallery of Burlington is Burlington’s public art gallery and community centre.
Through exhibitions and programs, the AGB creates partnerships and dialogues
highlighting important social issues. Through the studio spaces and workshops,
community members learn, teach, practice pottery, sculpt, carve, paint, and participate
year-round in activities along side artists, school children and guild members. To learn
more about our exhibitions and programs, please visit agb.life.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation’s (OTF) mission is to build healthy and vibrant
communities across Ontario. As an agency of the Government of Ontario, and one of
Canada’s leading granting foundations, last year, OTF invested over $110M into 1,022
community projects and partnerships. Visit otf.ca to learn more.
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