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Burlington, ON — August 18, 2025

$250,000 Commitment from the Joyce Family Foundation

Expands Access to Vital Arts Education for Children and Youth at the AGB

Burlington, ON -The Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is proud to announce a generous five-year
commitment of $250,000 from the Joyce Family Foundation to establish a transformative Arts
Program Bursary. This initiative will significantly expand access to arts programming for children

and youth, particularly those facing socio-economic barriers.

The Foundation’s gift will provide $50,000 annually, with $35,000 directed toward program delivery
and $15,000 invested in the AGB Arts Fund for Kids, held at the Burlington Community Foundation.
The AGB will also seek to match the $15,000 annual investment through community fundraising,
resulting in a total of $30,000 per year in support of the newly established fund. Over five years, this
partnership will establish a minimum $150,000 endowment fund dedicated to ensuring long-term

access to inclusive arts education for children and youth.

The Joyce Family Foundation is committed to supporting the social, emotional, and educational
development of children and youth across Canada. This partnership with the AGB reflects a shared
vision of removing financial barriers and providing all young people—regardless of background—

opportunities to thrive through creative engagement.

The Joyce Family Foundation Board applauds the AGB’s vision to make its programming
accessible to the entire community. We believe art should be for everyone, and programs
like Art Camp are vital for fostering creativity, self-expression, and a sense of belonging,

especially as children and youth navigate increasing mental health challenges.

- Rob Maclsaac, Joyce Family Foundation Board Chair



This year, with support from the Burlington Community Foundation, the AGB successfully piloted a
small-scale version of the bursary. The expanded program, enabled by the Joyce Family

Foundation’s support, will sustain and grow over the next five years, supporting;:

AGB Camps: Bursaries for families who otherwise could not afford registration fees, including relief

from associated childcare costs.

School Visits Program: Support for underfunded schools through subsidized bus transportation,

reduced program costs, revitalized offsite programs, and virtual presentations.

“This generous investment from the Joyce Family Foundation comes at a pivotal time for the
AGB. As the demand for accessible arts programming continues to grow, so does the

gap between what we aspire to offer and what our current resources allow. The
Foundation’s support not only helps us meet that gap—it allows us to reimagine what’s
possible for the children and youth we serve. It sends a powerful message that creativity,
self-expression, and belonging should never be out of reach because of financial barriers.”

— Emma Sankey, Executive Director, Art Gallery of Burlington

The AGB is uniquely positioned to offer immersive art experiences beyond the typical school
classroom, and this new Bursary Program will ensure that more children and youth can benefit from

the creative, social, and emotional opportunities that arts education provides.
About the Art Gallery of Burlington

For 50 years, the Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) has been a hub for artistic excellence and
community connection in downtown Burlington. The AGB presents thought-provoking exhibitions,
hands-on learning opportunities, and public programs that invite visitors to see, think, and create in
new ways. Home to the largest collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics in the world, the
AGB champions a unique artistic perspective that challenges traditional boundaries and celebrates

innovation.

By creating an endowment to support this bursary program, the AGB is establishing a sustainable
model for equitable access to arts education—ensuring ongoing support for children and youth in
need for years to come. Launching in 2025, the Arts Program Bursary is designed to become a self-

sustaining initiative, operated annually through a growing endowment fund. This program is a vital



step toward dismantling the financial barriers that prevent low-income youth from participatingin

arts education—fostering resilience, well-being, and a creative, empowered next generation.
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