PRESS RELEASE
Burlington, ON - August 20, 2025

TD Associate Curator Albany Sutherland's first exhibition at the Art Gallery of Burlington,
Gikinoo’amaatowin - This Is All Learning, opens this September announcing TD Grant

Gikinoo’amaatowin - This Is All Learning
September 20, 2025-January 25, 2026
Public Opening Reception: September 20, 1-3 pm

Perry Gallery
TD Associate Curator, Albany Sutherland

Burlington, ON - The AGB is the proud recipient of a $200,000 grant from the TD Ready
Commitment, supporting the TD Associate Curator position—an essential role dedicated to
elevating First Nations, Inuit, and Métis voices through Indigenous-led exhibitions, research, and
community engagement.

Gikinoo’amaatowin — This Is All Learning is an exhibition celebrating the knowledge carried through
the beadwork and regalia of Anishinaabe artists Jean Marshall and Nicole Richmond, curated by
the Art Gallery of Burlington's (AGB) TD Associate Curator, Albany Sutherland.

Jean Marshall, from Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (Big Trout Lake) in Treaty 9, and Nicole
Richmond, from Biiigtigong Nishnaabeg (Pic River) in Robinson-Superior Treaty territory, root their
practices in the relationships between land, memory, and intergenerational teachings. Together,
they invite audiences to consider how learning happens in movement, making, and community.

Richmond’s jingle dresses emerged from a vision of women dancing in unison. The jingle dress,
originating as a form of healing and prayer, connects to the sacredness of water. When the dress is
danced in and the jingles become animated, its metallic cones evoke the sound of raindrops,
offering collective healing. The rainbow colours speak to diversity and the shared strength of


https://agb.life/visit/events/fall-2025-opening-reception

Indigenous women, while Richmond's beadwork draws from the Anishinaabe woodland tradition
and mystical connections to the “star people.”

Marshall’s Gitigan series—circular felt works mirroring her beadwork style—features native plants,
affirming the importance of Indigenous food sovereignty. Her message, Don’t Forget to Love
Yourself , underscores themes of care and self-compassion embedded in her practice.

Through beadwork and regalia, Gikinoo’amaatowin honours ancestral artistry while creating new
pathways for future generations. This exhibition reminds us that learning is an ongoing, relational
process rooted in care, creativity, and connection.

Programming:

Ojibwe Floral Designs

With Nicole Richmond

September 19, 2025, 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Anishinaabe Futurities Through Beadwork
With Dr. Melissa Twance
October 2, 2025, 6:30 - 7:30 pm (Online)

Jean Marshallis of Ahnishnaabe & English descent, born and raised in Thunder Bay, Ontario. She
is a band member of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug, Big Trout Lake, Treaty 9. She currently lives
along the shore of Lake Superior. Jean Marshall has been practicing professionally as a visual artist
for 20+ years. She is known for her work with beads & quills. Jean attended the Dene Nahjo Urban
Hide Tanning Residency at the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity in Fall of 2018. She was
mentored by the Dene Nahjo Collective members, Mandee McDonald, Melaw Nakehk’o and Tania
Larsson. She observed and learned from master hide tanners Lucy Ann Yakalela & the late Judy
Lafferty.

Nicole Richmond is a lawyer and wellness consultant from Biigtigong Nishnaabeg. In her practice,
she works with Anishinabek clients across Ontario to bring their programs, governments, and
holistic practises to life through thoughtful, practical and careful, advice and strategic processes.
Nicole has been beading since she was 11. She has a distinctive style, informed by the Anishinaabe
woodland tradition and infused with mystical and supernatural connections, including to the star
people. Nicole started sewing at age 27, the same year she became a lawyer, and these cultural
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contributions are connected. Nicole empowers dancers, communities and nations to connect to
who they are and to bring their best self forward.

Albany Sutherland is a member of Marten Falls First Nation in Treaty 9 territory. She joined the
AGB's programming team in July 2025 as TD Associate Curator, with a focus on amplifying the work
of contemporary First Nations, Inuit, and Métis artists and celebrating the creativity of Indigenous
communities. Sutherland's curatorial projects include Art is Medicine at Hamilton Artists Inc.,
Radical Transformations at 486 Barton Gallery, and Fantasia and Reality Check at B-Side Gallery.

"My work is rooted in connection, care, and cultural continuity through organizing
community-led programming and curating exhibitions that center Indigenous knowledge,
lived experience, and creative expression. | look forward to bringing this approach to the
TD Associate Curator role at the AGB by fostering meaningful relationships and creating
space or Indigenous voices." -Albany Sutherland

The TD Associate Curator position is funded by the TD Ready Commitment program.

As a key member of the programming team, the TD Associate Curator is responsible for creating,
planning, executing, and evaluating exhibitions, projects, and public programs that highlight First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis art and culture and supports Indigenous relations. The position focuses
on Indigenous-led and centered research and projects complementary to or situated within
exhibitions and other programming initiatives, working collaboratively with artists, relation-makers,
and curators to engage communities.

Sutherland's work is informed by the AGB’s support of the principles of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the standards recommended by the
Canadian Museum Association Move to Action Report in response to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada.

About the Art Gallery of Burlington

For 50 years, the Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) has been a hub for artistic excellence and
community connection in downtown Burlington. The AGB presents thought-provoking exhibitions,
hands-on learning opportunities, and public programs that invite visitors to see, think, and create in
new ways.

Home to the largest collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics in the world, the AGB
champions a unique artistic perspective that challenges traditional boundaries and celebrates
innovation. The AGB is a fully accessible facility.
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of Burlington is supported by the City of Burlington, Ontario Arts Council, and Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The AGB’s programming has been sponsored by the Joyce Family Foundation, the
Burlington Foundation, and the incite Foundation for the Arts. The 50th Anniversary Exhibitions
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The Art Gallery of Burlington is located on the ancestral territory of many Indigenous Nations
including the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, and Métis peoples. The territory is mutually covered
by the Dish with One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois
Confederacy, the Ojibway, and other allied Nations to peaceably share and care for the resources
around the Great Lakes. We acknowledge that the land upon which we gather, to create and learn,
is part of the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit.
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