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$100,000 OTF Grant from the Ontario Government  
Builds a Resilient Future for the AGB 

Burlington, ON – On Saturday, local MPP Natalie Pierre met with the team at Art Gallery of 
Burlington’s (AGB) Fall Exhibitions Opening Reception to hear more about the $100,000 Seed grant 
from the provincial government’s Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) that funded the design and 
creation of a modern website that exemplifies best practices in user experience and supports and 
furthers the AGB's work. The remarks were followed by a tour of the AGB's new Fall Exhibitions; 
Russna Kaur's Been there twice, haven't got there yet (the space behind a thin screen, and prying 
eyes) in the Lee-Chin Family Gallery and Gikinoo’amaatowin – This Is All Learning, featuring the 
work of Jean Marshall and Nicole Richmond, curated by AGB’s TD Associate Curator, Albany 
Sutherland, in the Perry Gallery.   

“The Art Gallery of Burlington does an exceptional job of enriching the lives of our community 
through art and the many workshops they provide to people of all ages,” said Natalie Pierre, MPP 
for Burlington. “This grant through the Ontario Trillium Foundation will allow the Art Gallery of 
Burlington to expand its growth by developing and delivering digital outreach in an accessible 
website that will provide an interactive user experience connecting art lovers to artists, exhibitions, 
and programming beyond the Gallery.” 

The Seed Grant allowed the AGB to create a dynamic and interactive online experience, prioritize 
mobile-friendly layouts, enhance user data protection, and bolster overall website security. This 
project helped AGB to optimize their site for search engines and prioritize user experience with 
intuitive navigation, clear calls to action, and well-organized content. The new website is 
scheduled to launch by the end of October 2025. 

It is crucial to have a compelling website to capture attention and drive positive responses to AGB’s 
offerings. A contemporary website is essential for maintaining competitiveness, improving user 
experience, shaping brand perception, and fostering overall growth in the digital landscape. With 
support from the OTF, AGB has revamped their website to enhance functionality, effectively engage 
users, and spotlight AGB's stories in the digital sphere. Funds were used for a comprehensive 
marketing and audience Engagement Study, audit of the former website and institutional systems, 
and website development and design, including Wireframe development, third-party integrations, 
quality assurance, testing, deployment, and training. 

“This support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation has been transformative,” said Emma Sankey, 
Executive Director of the Art Gallery of Burlington. “A modern, accessible, and engaging website is 
essential to how we connect with our community, artists, and visitors. With this investment, we’ve 



been able to reimagine how we share our exhibitions, programs, and stories—extending the AGB’s 
reach and impact far beyond our walls.” 

For 50 years, the Art Gallery of Burlington has been delivering thought-provoking exhibitions, 
learning opportunities, and public programs in downtown Burlington – sparking meaningful 
connections for people to learn, see, think, and make. The AGB is a dynamic space where art, 
community, and culture converge to share the wealth of human creativity. The gallery is home to 
the largest collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics globally.  

Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Ontario government with a mission to build healthy 
and vibrant communities across the province. Last year, OTF invested nearly $105M into 732 
community projects and multi-sector partnerships. Projects aim to enhance economic well-being, 
foster more active lifestyles, support child and youth development, provide spaces for people to 
come together and connect, and create a more sustainable environment. Visit otf.ca to learn more. 
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