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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

incite Foundation for the Arts Announces $150,000 Gift to Support Art Gallery of 
Burlington's Living Lab 

 

Burlington, [July 16, 2024] — The Art Gallery of Burlington (AGB) is thrilled to announce a 
generous donation of $150,000 from the incite Foundation for the Arts to support the 
Living Lab, a groundbreaking initiative aimed at fostering community connectivity through 
art and creativity. This donation, spread over three years from 2024 to 2027, will also see 
the Lakeshore Gallery named the incite Gallery in honour of the Foundation's support. 
 

The Living Lab, co-curated by Suzanne Carte (Artistic Director & Curator), and Jasmine 
Mander (Associate Curator), is designed as an all-ages, flexible programming space that 
meets the evolving needs of Burlingtonians. Building upon the success of the 2023 Living 
Library, which transformed the Incite Gallery into a vibrant space for community 
engagement through art, literature, and interactive projects, the Living Lab promises to be 
a dynamic addition to the AGB's offerings. 
 

Jasmine Mander, co-curator of the Living Lab, highlighted the project's impact, stating, 
“There is a growing need for communal third spaces in our lives. A place to visit other than 
the home or workplace. Our vision for this programming space is to create a flexible, 
gathering space for community members to come together. To meet the diverse needs of 
our community, we aim to create a space that offers the opportunity of slowing down and 
resting, a site of learning, growth and exchange and a chance for community members to 
see themselves and their ideas reflected in the fundamental, cultural fabric of this 
organization.”  
 

In 2024, the Living Lab will feature artist José Luis Torres’ project, The place as an object 
and the object as a place, which uses provisional materials and second-hand goods to create 
a dynamic and interactive space reminiscent of a cabinet of curiosities. This year-long 
experiment will include a series of workshops, talks, and demonstrations, inviting 
community participation and contribution. 
 

Liz Stirling, representative of the incite Foundation, shared her excitement about the 
partnership, stating, "We are thrilled to support the Art Gallery of Burlington's innovative 
Living Lab initiative. At the incite Foundation, we believe in the power of the arts to 
transform communities, and the Living Lab exemplifies this belief. We are excited to see 
how this project will bring people together and inspire creativity in new and meaningful 
ways." 
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The Living Lab aims to culminate in 2025 with the establishment of the Living Room, a 
permanent community hub within the AGB, shaped by the feedback and experiences from 
the Living Library and Living Lab. 
 

Emma Sankey, Executive Director of AGB, expressed her gratitude for the support, noting, 
"The support from the incite Foundation is instrumental in bringing our vision for the 
Living Lab to life. This generous donation allows us to create a dynamic and inclusive space 
that encourages community engagement and artistic exploration. We are incredibly 
grateful for the Incite Foundation's commitment to fostering creativity and connectivity 
within Burlington".  
 

For more information on the Living Lab, visit our website. 
 
For press images, click here 

 

About the incite Foundation  
The incite Foundation for the Arts, founded by Carl and Kate Turkstra in 2011, is dedicated 
to supporting the arts in the greater Hamilton area. The foundation has invested over $9 
million in more than 40 arts organizations, promoting program excellence, financial 
stability, and opportunities for children and young adults. Their mission includes fostering 
a vibrant cultural life and encouraging community support for the arts. 
 
ABOUT THE AGB  
The Art Gallery of Burlington delivers thought-provoking exhibitions, learning 
opportunities, and public programs that spark meaningful connections for people to learn, 
see, think, and make. We activate our collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics and 
explore the intersection of contemporary art and craft.  
 
AGB SOCIALS 
Instagram - @Artgallburl  
Facebook – Art Gallery of Burlington  
LinkedIn – Art Gallery of Burlington  
 

Contact:  
Genevieve Wright 
genevieve@agb.life 
 

Emma Sankey 
emma@agb.life 

https://agb.life/visit/exhibitions/living-lab
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aoH0SWBJm6b2IEUXc_lbsG2EjIpKecAL?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/artgallburl/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/ArtGallBurl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artgallburl?originalSubdomain=ca

