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MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

2019 was a year that will stand out in the memories of many in our community and beyond for the 
extraordinary experiences they shared in at the Art Gallery of Burlington. Our programming in 2019 was 
distinguished from any recent year by the extent to which it was enhanced by partnerships, performances, 
and participation. 

Partnerships with the Burlington Public Library, BAND Gallery and Cultural Centre (Toronto), the Halton 
Black History Awareness Society, the Afro Canadian Caribbean Association (Hamilton), the Art Gallery of 
Guelph, the Contemporary Art Gallery (Vancouver), the Positive Space Network of Halton Region, EGALE 
Canada Human Rights Trust, the Gender Studies & Feminist Research Program at McMaster University, 
JAYU Human Rights Film Festival,  Dr. Frank J. Hayden Secondary School Gay Straight Alliance, Oakville 
Galleries, BurlingtonGreen, the Workers Arts and Heritage Centre (Hamilton), and of course the Guilds of 
Arts Burlington, among more than a few others made our exhibitions in 2019 exponentially richer and more 
relevant experiences for all.

Performances of works by musicians, filmmakers, storytellers, authors, dancers, and poets, alongside 
contemporary artists attracted audiences in extraordinary numbers and further expanded the dialogues and 
conversations that the exhibitions and programs instigated. In 2019, participation at the AGB was 
spectacular in terms of its growth and diversification, as more and more residents of Burlington and the 
GTHA discovered or rediscovered the AGB.

As the Board year turns, I am regretfully preparing for the absence from the Board of two of our longest 
serving directors, whose terms are now expiring. Both are former Chairs of the Art Gallery of Burlington 
Foundation, and both have led transformative initiatives at the AGB. So I offer special thanks to Kenna 
Danyliw and Bob Redhead. Kenna has led several successful fundraising campaigns at the AGB, including 
our 40th anniversary campaign in 2018, which raised net proceeds of over $235,000 and added over 
$70,000 to our 2019 exhibitions budget. In 2017, Bob oversaw the amalgamation of the AGB Foundation 
with the AGB, which transformed our organization’s administrative efficiency and simplified our 
comprehensive reporting to our members and other stakeholders. 

As I write this report in June 2020, it is impossible not mention the impacts of the pandemic-related closure 
of the AGB on the organization and the community. Those impacts grow each day, but their full extent will 
not be known for years to come. For now, I will only mention the truly remarkable efforts of the AGB’s staff 
members. Due to our ambitious level of service, 2019 was the most intensive and strenuous year for the 
staff that we can remember, followed closely by 2018. But 2020 has required so much more of staff than 
we ever could have imagined. 



To every member of our staff, all I can offer is the 
AGB’s most humble gratitude for the astonishing 
dedication and professionalism that you have shown 
through this crisis; it is not an exaggeration to say 
that the AGB would not have survived as the AGB 
without you.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Steven
President  & CEO 

Photo credit: Durand Studios5
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Respectfully submitted,

Paul MacDiarmid 
Chair, Art Gallery of Burlington

Photo credit: Yuula Benivolski 

MESSAGE FROM 
OUR BOARD CHAIR
It has been a great honour to serve as Chair of the Art Gallery of 
Burlington, and to have worked with such generous and 
dedicated Directors. My thanks to my colleagues on the Board, 
both past and present for your engagement and thoughtful 
support.

The Art Gallery of Burlington is more than a place, and it is not 
the building. We are a community, one that brings diverse 
communities together in Art. The past year has seen the AGB 
bring people together for engaging exhibitions, and for 
unforgettable openings. The Guilds of Arts Burlington have 
welcomed new members, and have continued to create 
opportunities for members to grow as artists. Families and 
friends have found communities within the AGB that taught, 
encouraged, challenged, and supported – all through the 
amazing diversity of art and artistic expression we find here. 
Passionate donors and thoughtful curation has grown our 
Collection. While as I write this our doors are closed, the Art 
Gallery of Burlington is not, and we continue our proud mission 
to our community.

We are well served by our talented and professional staff, lead 
by our CEO Robert Steven. It has been an enormous pleasure 
to work with Robert and his team, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your dedication and for your 
commitment to our community.

Every day, in all parts of the AGB, you will find dedicated 
volunteers helping bring our mission to life. The thousands of 
hours you collectively provide each year matter, and are valued 
greatly. Thank you.

Thank you to our sponsors, donors, and funders for 
supporting the AGB’s mission financially. Through 
your generosity and commitment to giving back to 
the community, you make the AGB possible. On 
behalf of the Board, thank you, you are making a 
difference.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your 
Board Chair for the past two years. I wish our next 
Chair and our incoming Directors much success.
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REPORT FROM
OUR SENIOR
CURATOR

Photo courtesy of Tanja-Tiziana

I know we say it every year, but seriously, what a year?! In 2019 
the AGB made major changes and advancements that increased 
and diversified our audience dramatically, while increasing the 
rigour of our practice and the accessibility of our programming. 
We saw transformative changes and continued relations in our 
four sites of exhibition (main gallery space, ceramics gallery, 
permanent collection installations, and community gallery) and 
our education stream, as well as significant growth of the 
permanent collection. 
AGB has taken on a greater role as the hub of cultural activity in 
Burlington. We have done so by adding large-scale gatherings to 
our exhibition programming linking music, food, and community 
collaborations with contemporary visual culture. We opened 
2019 our winter exhibitions with an event honouring Black 
History & Futures Month. The celebration included African 
dancing by Akwaba Cultural Exchange, spoken word by 
ten-year-old Shiloh Wong, and music by Lucky Stickz and 
VerseOne. The spring/summer exhibitions were opened with 
emotional performances by classically-trained operatic tenor and 
composer, and member of the Tobique First Nation in New 
Brunswick, Jeremy Dutcher, and Vuntut Gwitchin artist Jeneen 
Frei Njootli. 
Territories in Metal brought senior craft artists Gilbert, Clavette, 
and Lynn together in a single exhibition for the first time, 
recontextualizing their decades of interrelated practices while 
providing an intergenerational exchange with emerging metal 
artist Taylor. The exhibition catalogue is fully bilingual in French 
and English with essay contributions by esteemed colleagues 
Denis Longchamps, PhD and Sarah Alford, PhD. 
Compelled by the powerful historical and geographical dynamics 
embodied in our relationship to the lands upon which we live, 
work, and create, the AGB continued to work with Indigenous 
artists who provide a vital re-narration of the place we call 

Canada. In 2019, we pursued our ongoing 
investigations into the important ways in which we 
make sense of settler-colonial actions, the urban 
landscape, and the Indigenous land we inhabit through 
two major exhibitions; Art Gallery of Guelph’s 150 
Acts: Art, Activism, Impact; and Jeneen Frei Njootli’s 
my auntie bought all her skidoos with bead money.
In fall 2019, we opened The Gender Conspiracy in 
similar fashion with a cabaret-style series of 
performances by Manghoe Lassi, Tifa Wine, Johleen, 
Zain Bandali and DJ Zehra, and kids activities 
featuring drag stars Fay Slift + Fluffy Soufflé in 
keeping with the exhibition’s statement on placing 
critical conversations on gender diversity back into 
the public educational realm. The exhibition featured 
the work of 18 photo and moving image-based artists 
from across Canada and served as an Open Letter to 
the Trans and Gender Diverse communities in the 
GTHA expressing allyship in furthering the discourse 
on gender fluidity and identity, sexual orientation, 
same-sex relationships, and consent to promote the 
mental health and safety of all LGBTQI2S 
communities. 



Partnering with public art galleries and guest curators allowed us to hear and amplify multiple voices in our programming narrative. We 
presented the Black Artists Network in Dialogue’s (BAND) Ears, Eyes, Voice an exhibition of five Black Toronto photojournalists curated by 
Dr. Julie Crooks, the AGG’s  150 Acts, Art, Activism, Impact, a survey of activist works from the AGG’s Indigenous collection, and Contempo-
rary Art Gallery’s (Vancouver) my auntie bought all her skidoos with bead money by Jeneen Frei Njootli.

Our permanent collection of contemporary Canadian ceramics grew by 169 objects. One notable donation was from artist Diane Nasr in 
honour of the Curator of the Collection Jonathan Smith. The contribution of her Untitled piece marks the retirement of Jonathan after ___ 
years of intellectual acumen and service. The AGB is forever grateful for the legacy of artworks and scholarship he has brought to the 
institution. 

Through our studio courses and workshops, we offer year-round, all-ages arts and crafts education. Our artist-educators customize courses 
and workshops based upon community interest and the prevalent themes in our main exhibitions. The AGB thereby enables our participants 
to gain foundational visual arts knowledge and challenges them to better understand both their own ideas and the perspectives of our 
exhibiting artists through access to our numerous fine arts, textile, photography, sculpture, and ceramics studios. 

We created meaningful opportunities for audience engagement with community groups in the RBC Gallery, by presenting exhibitions in 
partnership with the Halton Black Awareness Society, Afro-Caribbean Canadian Association, Burlington Mundialization Committee, Art in 
Action, FUSION: The Ontario Clay and Glass Association, and the seven guilds of Arts Burlington. 

AGB is committed to be an institution of continual growth and regeneration. We do so by moving forward with intention and investing in work 
at the intersection of contemporary craft and art, building group exhibitions with leaders in their field, providing opportunity for emergent 
voices, partnering with public art galleries in presentation, production, and knowledge-exchange, building space for critical conversations, 
capturing vital debate and scholarship in publications, and providing quality arts education. Our overall strategy is to grow and renew our 
programming through open-ended collaborative research projects that both create programming and drive institutional change. 

It’s been an honour to get to know the AGB communities and I look forward to continuing the creative work building and growing together. 

Photo courtesy of Yuula Benivolski
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2019 EXHIBITIONS
LEE-CHIN FAMILY GALLERY

Territories in Metal: Lou Lynn, Chantal 
Gilbert, Brigitte Clavette & Silvia Taylor
(February 2, 2019 – March 31, 2019)

Ears, Eyes, Voice: Black Canadian Photo-
journalists 1970s – 1990s: Jules Elder, 
Eddie Grant, Diane Liverpool, Al Peabody 
and Jim Russell 

Organized and circulated by Black Artists’ 
Networks in Dialogue (BAND), and gener-
ously sponsored by Scotiabank
(February 2, 2019 – March 31, 2019)

Lore:  Myths, Legends and other Stories, All 
Guilds Exhibition 
(April 20, 2019 – May 19, 2019)

Jeneen Frei Njootli: my auntie bought all her 
skidoos with bead money
Circulated by the Contemporary Art Gallery 
(May 24, 2019 – August 18, 2019)

150 Acts: Art, Activism, Impact Organized 
and circulated by the Art Gallery of Guelph 
with the support of the Depart-ment of 
Canadian Heritage and the Govern-ment of 
Canada
(May 24, 2019 – August 18, 2019)

The Gender Conspiracy
(August 31, 2019 – December 31, 2019) 

PERRY GALLERY

Chari Cohen: Sanctuary 
(January 19, 2019 – April 21, 2019)

IN COMMON UNCOMMON: David McKenzie 
and Maureen Marcotte
(April 27, 2019 – July 28, 2019)

Eruptions: Grace Nickel
(August 3, 2019 – October 7, 2019) 

Holding Space: Samantha Dickie
(November 7, 2019 – January 26, 2020)

PERMANENT COLLECTION 
CORRIDOR 

Landscape in Ceramics
(January 12, 2019 – April 7, 2019)

Fusion: Fireworks 2017
(April 13, 2019 – July 7, 2019) 

Legacy: A Life Spent Collecting 
(July 13, 2019 – January 5, 2020) 

RBC GALLERY

Voices in Black Canadian Narratives: Joan 
Butterfield, Nicole Alexander and Ian P. 
Grant
Presented in collaboration with the Halton 
Black History Awareness Society (HBHAS) 
and the Afro Canadian Caribbean Associa-
tion (ACCA)
(February 2, 2019 – March 31, 2019)

In Search of Self: Denise McKay
(March 9, 2019 – April 28, 2019)

Mundialization
(May 1, 2019 – May 25, 2019)

Worn Worlds: Line Dufour
John Willard Fibre Arts Residency 
(May 31, 2019 – July 7, 2019)

Guardian Spirits: Robynne Cole
(July 12, 2019 – August 25, 2019) 

Burlington Potters Guild 50th 
Anniversary Show
(August 30, 2019 – October 7, 2019) 

Helen Sovereign Retrospective
(November 7, 2019 – January 13, 2020)

DAN LAWRIE FAMILY COURTYARD

Keeping in Touch: Sally Michener
(May 2019 - September 2019)

 



Photo Credit: Durand Studios
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PERMANENT COLLECTION DONORS
THANK YOU TO OUR 
PERMANENT COLLECTION 
DONORS
Paula Adler
Joan Bennett
Louise Cooke
Susan Eckenwalder
Donald and Ruth Franks
Judith Graham
The Hayes Family
Diana Hogarth
Jim Hong Louie
Gabrielle Israelievitch
Kimiko Koyanagi
Denise McKay
Diane Nasr
Ray Oster
Estate of Ulric Pereira
Jonathan E. Smith
Kathleen Whatmough

The Permanent Collection had a successful year with 169 acquisitions. The major 
thrust of the Committee this year was to look at the artists that we collect in 
depth, and try to acquire a representation of their work from the beginning of the 
artist’s career to their late, mature work.  We had a record number of eleven 
donors, of which six were new. 

The Collection made a number of significant loans, first to the Mackenzie Art 
Gallery in Regina with a number of our works going to a two year travelling 
retrospective of Victor Cicansky, and another large selection of Harlan House, 
Diane Nasr and Kayo O’Young going to the Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery in 
Waterloo for Evocative - the Art of Porcelain.  This loan marks the beginning of a 
number of upcoming loans between the C2G2 and the AGB. 

With Sally Michener’s permission, we relocated her work that was displayed in the 
conservatory. A new project will use the conservatory space to exhibit large 
sculptural works on a rotating basis.

The Diane Nasr work Untitled, is the largest work the artist has ever created. It is 
a perfect example of her working method, as she pushes the limit of her medium. 
Working with ultra thin slabs and long coils of porcelain, she realizes that the 
material will distort in the kiln as it vitrifies, resulting in a lush, organic quality that 
is inspired by the flora and fauna of her native Trinidad. She never knows for sure 
what the results of the firing will produce, but views the kiln as a working partner 
in the process. Nasr has embraced the idea of the ‘happy accident’, the unfore-
seen action during the creative process that puts her in line with the abstract 
expressionists, who were the first artists to fully embrace this idea. Nasr however 
has the final choice as to whether the work is a success - destroying any work 
that she finds unsuccessful.  The looseness of this process has had a profound 
effect on a number of artists, first with her husband Kayo O’Young, and then with 
the younger generation starting with Reid Flock.

Image credit: Diane Nasr, Untitled, 1995

2019 ACQUISITION
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ARTIST TALKS & 
PUBLICATIONS
2019 PRESENTATIONS

February 2019  

Territories in Metal Artist talks: 
Lou Lynn, Chantel Gilbert, and 
Brigitte Clavette 

Black History Month opening 
ceremony: Evelyn Myrie, DJ Verse 
One, DJ LuckyStickz, Shiloh Wong, 
and Akwanba Cultural Exchange.

March 2019 

Ears, Eyes, Voice: Black Canadian 
Photojournalists 1970s – 1990s 
Curatorial tour: Julie Crooks 

May 2019

Performance & Artist talk : Jeneen 
Frei Njootli
Performance: Jeremy Dutcher

September 2019

Preview Film Screening: Framing 
Agnes Q & A with Director Chase 
Joynt

Reading is FUN-damental Fay Slift 
+ Fluffy Soufflé

Cabaret: Manghoe Lassi, Tifa 
Wine, Johleen, and Zain Bandali 
with DJ Zehra 

Gender Conspiracy Artists & 
Curator Talk & Tour: Suzanne 
Carte, Michèle Pearson Clarke, 
Jah Grey, Samara Habib,Wynne 
Neilly & Kyle Lasky, Jocelyn 
Reynolds, Tanja-Tiziana, and Syrus 
Marcus Ware  

LGBTQI2S 101: Positive Space 
Training, Facilitated by EGALE – 
Canada Human Rights Trust

John Willard Artist-In-Residency: 
Desmond Miller

October 2019

John Willard Artist-In-Residency: 
Vita Plume

November 2019

Holding Space 
Artist Talk: Samantha Dickie 

Living off the Land and Holding 
Space 
Artists Talk: Helen Sovereign and 
Samantha Dickie 

2019 Publications

Jeneen Frei Njootli: my auntie bought all 
her skidoos with bead money 
Commissioned texts by Lee Maracle, 
Nagoohiindaak / Melissa Frost, and 
Billy-Ray Belcourt

Territories in Metal 
Essays by Denis Longchamp, PhD & Sarah 
Alford, PhD

Robynne Cole: Guard Spirit 
Essay by Denis Longchamp, PhD

Chari Cohen: Sanctuary 

David McKenzie and Maureen Marcotte 

Legacy: A Life Spent Collection

Samantha Dickie: Holding Space 

Helen Sovereign: Living off the Land 
Written by Jonathan Smith

Potters Guild 50th Anniversary 

Grace Nickel: Eruptions 
Interview by Suzanne Carte with Grace 
Nickel

The Gender Conspiracy Education Guides
Written by Hannah Barrie, Fiona Gordon, 
and Madison McDonald
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ARTS EDUCATION
Art education activates. It is through art education that 
visitors and viewers transform into active agents, whether 
using an artist’s ideas as a vehicle for dialogue, or through 
the creation of their own works of art. 

In 2019, the Art Gallery of Burlington furthered its commit-
ment to providing our community with quality art education, 
and marked the beginning of significant strategic direction 
that embeds education at the core of our gallery program-
ming. We are proud of both new and continued efforts to 
achieve greater reach through unique educational materials, 
outreach initiatives, and partnerships that provide increased 
access to our gallery and programs.
The continued quality of our courses, and our camp 
programs for children make them a perennial favourite for 
those in Burlington and beyond interested in developing skills 
and interests in art, and craft. Over the last year, we have 
opened our studios for a range of courses in ceramic arts, 
drawing and painting, printmaking, photography and beyond 
that both challenge and inspire.

Last fall’s exhibition, The Gender Conspiracy, presented an 
opportunity to highlight the potential of art galleries to be 
critical public educators, and catalysts for building a more 
equitable, understanding and caring society. Our in-gallery 
education guides for The Gender Conspiracy, produced in 
partnership with consultants from the McMaster University 
Gender Studies and Feminist Research program, shared the 
language of gender and sexual diversity with both adult and 
youth readers. This resource was an key accompaniment to 
the exhibition, but also has a life beyond the exhibition as an 
important point of reference for our community and beyond. 
Family gallery guides will continue to serve as key interpre-
tive tools for unpacking both contemporary art, and topical 
issues to a broad audience.

2019 saw the first phase of redevelopment of our School 
Programs, transforming them into five age-appropriate 
offerings connected to Ontario Elementary and Secondary 

Curriculum objectives, highlighting the potential of art to 
educate across diverse subject areas, including Science, 
Biology, and Indigenous Studies.

Importantly, 2019 began a multi-year educational outreach 
initiative to regional organizations such as the Reach Out 
Centre for Kids (ROCK), the Burlington Public Library, the 
Halton Multicultural Council, and the Centre for Skills Devel-
opment. Through these partnerships, we offer youth access 
to our gallery and studio, as well as off-site workshops for 
little to no cost. These programs are just the beginning of a 
period of growth and commitment to deep accessibility, 
beginning with our education programs and stretching to all 
sides of our gallery’s exhibitions and programming.

15 Photo Cedit: Durand Studios.
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GUILDS OF ARTS BURLINGTON 
The Guilds of Arts Burlington are the founders of what is 
now the Art Gallery of Burlington. 

Their history is an unbroken chain of service to the 
makers and appreciators of art and craft in this region 
that extends from the founding of the Burlington 
Handweavers and Spinners Guild in 1958 through the 
opening of the Burlington Cultural Centre in 1978 to 
today, when we find the total membership of the Guilds at 
its highest level on record. In addition to weaving and 
spinning, the Guilds practice fibre arts, fine arts, 
photography, pottery, rug hooking, and sculpture and 
carving. In 2019, the Guilds were as active as at any time 
in their recent history and their support of the AGB was 
crucial to the success of numerous programs and events.

The entire AGB family thanks Arts Burlington and all Guild 
members for their ongoing contributions to the cultural 
life of the community and to the success of the AGB. 
Guild members’ volunteerism, initiative, organizing, and 
support keeps the AGB running, but their choice to 
practice and share their crafts and vocations here at the 
AGB is what makes this place a community for artists. 

2019 Arts Burlington Guild Presidents:

Burlington Fibre Arts Guild:
Diana Scott

Burlington Fine Arts Association:
Nicole Dolson and Tim Laspa

Burlington Handweavers & Spinners Guild: 
Jennifer Neve

Burlington Hooking Craft Guild:
Mary Helen Ostner

Burlington Potters Guild:
Max West

Burlington Sculptors & Woodcarvers Guild: 
Keith Kirkham

Latow Photographers Guild:
James Elliott

Photo Cedit: Durand Studios.
Photo credit: Durand Studios
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AGB VOLUNTEERS
The Art Gallery of Burlington continues to extend its sincere 
gratitude to the many volunteers who generously contribute 
their services and skills.  Without their dedication and 
tireless acts of service we would not be able to achieve 
everything we do. 

There was outstanding volunteer participation with our major 
exhibition openings this year. With unprecedented attend-
ance numbers, our volunteer team managed to seamlessly 
work throughout the long hours of the evening with energy 
and enthusiasm. Their tireless commitment led to the 
success of these large-scale celebrations.

For four days, volunteers and valued community members 
participated in our annual Soup Bowl event which raises 
funds for our facility and programming. This year, we 
encouraged our high school and youth volunteers to 
participate in these special events to create a collaborative 
volunteer exchange between our new and experienced 
members. 

We are fortunate to have a growing team of guild members 
who actively participated in volunteer opportunities. It is also 
important to acknowledge our youth volunteers who partici-
pate within our education department. Without their dedicat-
ed assistance we would not be able to run the camps, PA 
Days and Open Studio Family Sundays. The AGB continues 
to connect with our local high school, college, and university 
students in order to provide experiential learning experienc-
es through co-op placements and internships. 

Volunteers are fundamental.  Without their assistance, the 
many departments in the gallery system would not be able 
to achieve the significant goals we do. We thank all the 
volunteers for who contribute to the success of our evolving 
programming and community engagement.

Photo Cedit: Durand Studios 



HOURS AWARDS

500 Hours
Patricia Elliott (AGB Shop)
Kathy May (AGB Shop)
Peter Zevenhuizen (Conservatory)
Sue Aiken (Docent)
Giselle Risse (BHSG)
Jennifer Neve (BHSG)
Nicole Dolson (BFAA)
Wendy Hall (AGB Shop)
Melanie Bailey-Cox (BHSG)
Catherine Lorraway (BFAA)
Christian Mittelstaedt (BFAA)
Trisha Lee (BHCG)
Jim Thomas (BHSG)
Ken McCutcheon (BSCG)
Jill Duvnjak (BHSG)

1000 Hours
Connie Donlon (AGB Shop)
Andrzej Pradzynski (Latow)
Susan Carter (BGFA)

1500 Hours
Greg Marshall (BPG)

2000 Hours
Myrna Renshaw (AGB Shop)
Lyn Low (BPG)

3000 Hours
Joyce Elhard (AGB Shop)

3500 Hours
Christina Moskal (AGB Shop)

Photo credit: Durand Studios
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CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
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CORPORATE SUPPORTERS

AGB 40TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION SPONSORS



SPONSORS & DONORS 
We are so very grateful to our sponsors and donors who generously support our exhibitions, programs, and services at the AGB. 

Our May exhibition, titled 150 Acts: Art, Activism, Impact and Jeneen Frei Njootli’s my auntie bought all her skidoos with bead money, had 
an outstanding attendance with musical guest, Jeremy Dutcher honouring us with an intimate and unforgettable performance that moved 
Burlington to tears. Our September exhibition titled, The Gender Conspiracy was brave, bold and beautiful, with trans-positive activities 
and entertainment for all ages. Both major exhibitions were generously supported by multiple sponsors as part of our 40th anniversary 
fundraising campaign, which was designed to bring excellent engagement, entertainment and thought-provoking content to the forefront.   

Last year, a record number of sponsors supported our annual Soupbowl fundraising event, including a title sponsorship from Cogeco, 
and another rapid sellout of over 700 tickets to our loyal guests, all to enhance our children’s programming.  Our annual Holiday Recep-
tion in December, sponsored by Dodsworth and Brown, Taylor Leibow and our AGB Board of Directors, was well attended by members, 
donors and sponsors, and included a special preview of upcoming exhibitions for 2020 and the major gifts that are making it possible. 

Creating ever more ambitious exhibitions and education programs, classes, and camps requires finding the right individuals and organi-
zations who are motivated to invest and support our mission of freeing minds, feeding spirits and building community with us.  The 
impact of donors and sponsors was seen throughout the year, from Incite Foundation’s sponsorship of our extended hours during the 
week, through the Hogarth Family Foundation’s major donation in support of The Gender Conspiracy. All of us at the AGB are ambassa-
dors of this great community, donors, sponsors, staff, guilds, and volunteers alike, building bridges of communication, bringing joy and 
inspiration, and supporting the conversations and growth that could only be possible within our accessible, beautiful, and inclusive space 
by the community’s engagement and support. 

We are very thankful for every gift you make, sometimes with a heartfelt note attached, sometimes a memory of a beloved friend, 
sometimes just a smiley face on a post-it note, and sometimes completely anonymous donations that reaffirm your incredible faith in us. 

We thank you for your philanthropy, whether in the form of donations, monthly pledges, random acts of giving and kindness, corporate 
support and organizational giving. 

We recognize that you support us because of your affinity for art and community, and your trust inspires us to strive higher in our service 
to you, whether in the galleries and studios, in person or through digital platforms. The AGB is a place of belonging, where art meets 
community and camaraderie, and brings us together to appreciate one another. Thank you for believing in us, and for investing in what 
we do and what we aspire to become.

21
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INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
TRANSFORM 
$10,000 & ABOVE 

Louise Cooke
Emily Jarrett

INNOVATE  
$5,000 - $9,999 

Susan Busby
Adam and Christine Doering 
The Dan Lawrie Family 
Pieczonka Family Foundation 
The Schreiber Family

CREATE 
$2,000 - $4,999 

Mira Akl
Allyson Angus
Jenn Aubertin
Bob and Leighan Basadur 
Kevin Brockie
Mark Chabot
Braz Menenzes and Norma 
Starkie
Andy Montgomery
Robert Redhead and Pamela 
Lavery

IMAGINE 
$1,000 - $1,999 

Gary and Pat Beaudoin
Susan and Harold Blackadar
Chuck and Mary Burdick
Judy and David Goodings
Jill and Paul MacDiarmid
Bob and Patricia Pring
Paul Subject and Christina 
Murdoch
Bonnie Sylvia

INSPIRE 
$500 - $999 

Michael  Banks
Joan Bennett
Toni Browning
Tim Caddigan
Lois and Carl Crawford
Jane Depraitere
Sandra Edrupt
Justine and Rick Giuliani 
Greg Henderson
Jaye Jenkins
Vida Kelly
Anne North
Alya Shah
Robert Steven and Janette 
Byun
Ruth and Peter Thoem
Mike and Caroline Wallace
Mike Winward and Belinda 
Zylstra

PRESERVE 
$100 - $499 

Joan Andrews
Mary Atto
Pyllis Baker
Ort and Betty Baldauf
Ruth Barrett
Maureen Barry
Karin and Ted Bossence
Keith Braithwaite
Diane Brown 
Pat Buntain
James Carfrae
Carolina Corral
Christine Cropper
Kenna Danyliw
Louise Donnelly
Susan Dzida
Jennifer  Earle
Deena Errampalli
Thomas Evans
Barbara French
Lesley French
Harry and Yolanda Gelderman
Patty Harkness
Marilyn and Mel Hawkrigg
Derek Hebb
Bettianne Hedges
Marjorie Hewitson
Glen and Heather Hewson
Wendy Johnston
George and Cora Lethbridge
Keith Marshall
Sally McDougall
Jane McKenna
Gokcin Nalsok

Jane Peacock
Yu-Kwang and Anita Peng
Christopher Piskorz
Brian Power
Howard and Linda Rafuse
Mary Reynolds
Monika Schaefer
Loran Skebo
Bill and Shirley Stafford
Lenore Strathy
Arna Suddaby
John Vanderlelie
Hermine Vasarinsh
Sue Waddington
Bill and Joyce Wallace
Brian Wastle
Hanno and Maureen Weinberg
Sean Weir
Don and Diana Wiggins
Daniel Young
Rob and Lisa Young
Roger and Margaret Young
Dan Yuzwa
Larry Zavitz



ENGAGEMENT
2019 was a year of growth for the AGB, as excitement and event attendance grew throughout the year in response to each exhibition 
opening celebration. Our core supporters attended every opening, new audiences came to check out exhibitions and meet artists. Some 
locals who hadn’t been to the gallery for awhile came to find out what the hubbub was all about. Sponsors and supporters ensured free 
registration for all attendees whose enthusiasm and participation exceeded expectations on every occasion. Attendance for major 
exhibition openings easily reached over 700 guests and engagement in all gallery activity improved.
This year also provided extraordinary increases to the AGB’s marketing and communications resources including contacts, newsletter 
subscribers, and social media followers, as well as internal processes and capacities developed as a result of the major exhibitions 
opening celebrations program.

We welcomed CBC onsite to film Jeremy Dutcher’s performance at our spring exhibitions opening and Canadian Art Magazine, to review 
our fall exhibition, The Gender Conspiracy. AGB exhibitions and programs garnered local coverage from CHCH Television, the Hamilton 
Spectator, Burlington Post, and Your TV, providing recognition in our community and beyond.

The AGB Shop continues to support artists and the gallery through the promotion and sales of original art and craft from across Canada.  
A successful marketing program to promote in-shop events with visiting jewellery designers from Vancouver, Winnipeg, London, Toronto, 
and Montreal drew customers from around the GTA with an increase of 35% in the jewellery category.



Thank-you to all of our collaborators who contributed to our successful marketing endeavours in 2019, we are grateful for your exper-
tise. Kitestring, Surface Impressions, Paul Cavanaugh Design, Durand Studios, Tourism Burlington, COB printing team and sign shop. 
This was a year of invention and adaptation that was realized through the hard work and exemplary skills of staff and a crew of 
volunteers who step up and dig in whenever and wherever needed! We honoured our AGB Shop Assistant Manager, Dee Goodings, who 
retired after 19 years of dedicated service to artists and customers and immeasurable contribution to the AGB. We met many new 
visitors and neighbours throughout the year and shared outstanding moments with supporters and old friends who encourage and guide 
us in our commitment to grow and build our services. 

We continue to look for opportunities to expand and connect our world with yours.
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SOUP BOWL

SOUP BOWL 
RESTAURANTS

INDULGENT CHEF 
THE NORTH COAL
PEPPERWOOD BISTRO, BREWERY, AND 
CATERING
EMMA’S BACK PORCH & WATER 
STREET COOKER
LOCH SIDE - BAR & LOUNGE
TOPOWE EVENTS AND CATERING
THE PLATTER COMPANY 
SPENCER'S AT THE WATERFRONT 
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE
ZARA'S BY THE LAKE
JONNY BLONDE FOOD TRUCK & 
CATERING 
VIVENE'S ISLAND CUISINE
JACKSONS LANDING 
NOTHING BUNDT CAKES

POTTERS

Andrew Kellner
Barbara Haire
Catherine Courson
Craig Fairley
Evelyn Kelch
Gabrielle Kauffman
Greg Marshall
Inga Gircyte
Jane Cheng
Jennifer Kettle
Jill Graham
Joanne Paas
Josephine Tam
Judy McNeil
Kai Eichenbaum
Kara Bunn
Karen Harris
Karla Rivera
Kim Ross
Laura Whittle Dupe
Lee Jung Do
Mehtap Ozcan
Monika Schaefer
Neslihan Pakkal
Ramona Mileris
Sarah Whitehead
Sherry McFarlan
Sue Cunningham
Wayne Cardinally

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
BURLINGTON FINE ARTS 
ASSOCIATION



SOUP BOWL 
RESTAURANTS

INDULGENT CHEF 
THE NORTH COAL                                                            
PEPPERWOOD BISTRO, BREWERY, AND 
CATERING
EMMA’S BACK PORCH & WATER 
STREET COOKER
LOCH SIDE - BAR & LOUNGE
TOPOWE EVENTS AND CATERING
THE PLATTER COMPANY 
SPENCER'S AT THE WATERFRONT 
UPTOWN SOCIAL HOUSE
ZARA'S BY THE LAKE
JONNY BLONDE FOOD TRUCK & 
CATERING 
VIVENE'S ISLAND CUISINE
JACKSONS LANDING 
NOTHING BUNDT CAKES

SPONSORS

Photo Credit:  Durand Studios.
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PLEASE NOTE
These pages provide a summary of the AGB’s financial activity for 2019. Financial statements for the 2019 fiscal year, audited 
by Deloitte LLP and dated June 19, 2020, are available on the Art Gallery of Burlington website, www.agb.life, or by calling  
(905) 632-7796.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Art Gallery of Burlington
Year Ended December 31, 2019

Statement of Operations 

REVENUES

Earned Revenue
Private Sector Revenue
Public Sector Revenue
Investment Income
Total Revenues

EXPENDITURES

Artistic Expenses
Facility Operating Expenses
Marketing and Communication Expenses
Fundrasing Expenses
Administrative Expenses
Total Expenditures

(Deficiency)/excess of revenue over expenses before the undernoted
Unrealized gain/(loss) on Burlington Foundations Investments
(Deficiency)/excess of revenue over expenses

The financial statements of the Art Gallery for the year ended December 31, 
2019 were audited by Deloitte LLP. The financial statements of the Art 
Gallery for the year ended December 31, 2018 were audited by SB Partners 
LLP.

2018

978,664
587,665

1,117,120
0

2,683,449

727,765
1,304,177

81,892
168,691
342,724

2,625,249

58,200
(2,668)
55,532

2019

1,040,462
249,155

1,123,871
14,530

2,428,018

777,161
1,098,326

190,919
37,730

398,098
2,502,234

(74,216)
6,034

(68,182)
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REVENUE EXPENDITURES

Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS

Current Assets
Burlington Foundation
Restricted Cash-Endowments
Capital Assets
Permanent Collection
Total Assets

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
Due to City of Burlington
Total Liabilities

NET ASSETS
Net assets invested in captial assets
Internally Restricted
Unrestricted
Endowment
Total Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets 

2019

801,903
110,805
37,436
34,835

1
984,980

694,368
344,257

1,038,625

34,835
199,313

(325,229)
37,436

(53,645)
984,980

2018

481,735
104,771
37,376
48,922

1
672,805

658,268

658,268

48,922
194,038

(265,799)
37,376
14,537

672,805

Public Sector
Revenue 46%

Private Sector
Revenue 10%

Services,
Programs,
and Shop
Sales 43%

Investment
Income 1%

Artistic
31%

Administrative 
16%Fundraising 

1%

Marketing and
Communication 
8%

Facility Operating
44%



30

OPERATIONS
2019 marks another busy and event filled year for the AGB. We continue to engage with and service thousands of visitors, rental 
clients, students, and Guild members while ensuring the health and safety of all who visit the Gallery seven days a week, 360 days a 
year. Our goal is to build community and make each person who enters our surroundings feel welcome, safe, engaged and leave 
inspired.

Just when we thought we couldn’t top what we were able to accomplish the year prior, we succeeded in growing the venue rental and 
hospitality businesses further in 2019. Our dedicated facility staff, preferred caterers, industry vendors and team leaders all worked 
hard to provide the greater Burlington community an enriched and creative place to hold their special and memorable events. We have 
established lifelong relationships with many social groups, corporate clients and local businesses while new people enter our doors 
through special events such as weddings, showers, memorials and holiday parties.

Welcoming the community to the large scale gatherings and events in the past year has been both exciting and challenging for our 
talented crew; their energy, dedication and stamina has been integral in keeping up with the fast paced momentum of the live event 
execution that the AGB is becoming known for. We thrive on the excitement that events create at the Gallery and are committed to 
seeing each event through from inception to execution.

We are proud of our hard work and commitment to the success of all artistic endeavors the AGB provides the community through the 
facility and what we have to offer.
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BOARD MEMBERS & GALLERY STAFF
AGB BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paul MacDiarmid 
Chair

Kenna Danyliw
Vice Chair

Greg Henderson
Treasurer

Robert Redhead
Secretary

Michael Banks
Vice Chair

Angelo Bentivegna
Leslie Camm
Jane Depraitere
Bettianne Hedges
Dan Lawrie
Gokcin Nalsok
Bob Pring
Allan Ramsay
Dennis Scott
Paul Subject

AGB STAFF
Administration 
Robert Steven 
President & CEO

Alya Shah 
Senior Manager, External Relations

Wendy Johnston 
Manager, Accounting 

Programs
Suzanne Carte
Senior Curator

Jonathan Smith
Curator of the Collection

Farrukh Rafiq
Head of Education

Leslie Page
Creative Programs Director 

Becky Jones
Volunteer Coordinator

Sydney Bouwers
Education Coordinator

Lexie Nelson
Curatorial Assistant

Lillian O’Brien Davis
Curatorial Assistant

Michelle Lynn
Studio Technician

Heather Kuzyk
Studio Manager and Ceramic Studio Technician

Brianne Franklin
Studio Manager

Julia Prudhomme
Research Associate

Operations 

Anji Goobie
Senior Manager, Operations

Rollin King
Maintenance Operator

Gillian Goobie
Manager, Customer Service and Events

Brenda Barton
Lead Custodian

Sandra Upfield
Customer Service

Jill Duvnjak
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Jessica Sutton
Visitor and Facility Assistant & Membership

Jessica Generalovic
Visitor and Facility Assistant & Assistant to the 
CEO

Natalie Eldershaw
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Alex Chorny
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Vedran Milatovic
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Katherine Curci
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Avery Brooks- Joiner
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Lisa Trolley
Visitor and Facility Assistant

Amanda Scott
Custodial Assistant

Engagement 
Nancy Helmers
Senior Manager, Engagement

Laura Buisman
Marketing Coordinator

Theodora Roman
Manager, AGB Shop and Art Sales and Rental 
Program

Dee Goodings
Assistant Manager, AGB Shop

Jaclyn Patterson
Retail Assistant, Inventory Control



Photo Credit: Durand Studios




